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PV Hybrid System From SMA Lowers Electricity Costs in East Africa’s Largest Salt Factory 

 

Niestetal/ Malindi, February 15, 2017 – SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA) and its subsidiary SMA Sunbelt 

Energy GmbH have commissioned one of Kenya’s largest solar hybrid systems in Malindi, in East Africa. 

The SMA Fuel Save Controller smartly integrates the PV system including 34 Sunny Tripower inverters to 

the public grid and the diesel generators. This way the system generates approximately 1.6 gigawatt-

hours of electricity per year, saving 25% of Krystalline Salt Ltd. electricity costs in the future. 

“The 1 MW PV Hybrid System with the SMA Fuel Save Controller 2.0 combines the PV system, electricity grid and 

diesel generators and ensures that the solar power is used completely for the operation of the factory,” said Enrique 

Garralaga, Head of Project Development at SMA Sunbelt Energy GmbH. ”A special challenge in the project was the 

restricted local availability of key components and logistics burdens. Thanks to our local installation partner, Kenyan 

based Harmonic Systems, the construction was conducted fast and reliable, so that our engineers commissioned the 

system within record time.”  

“Even while constructing the factory, we had planned space for a PV system to reduce our carbon footprint and the 

amount of electricity generated with diesel generators. As members of the United Nations Global Compact initiative, 

we are committed to the Global Sustainability Goals. Therefore, sustainable production and clean energy solutions are 

very important to us. I am happy that the PV Hybrid System entered operation ahead of schedule and we can save 

about 25% annual electricity costs in the future thanks to a 55% solar power share during daylight hours”, said Deepak 

Patel, Managing Director of Krystalline Salt Limited. 

Responsible for the implementation of the project was the project planner SolarAfrica, specialized in financing solar 

solutions in Africa. “Advanced technology utilized by our experienced and reliable partners allowed us to execute this 

project efficiently and to the highest industry standard,” said Kobus Van Tonder, project developer from SolarAfrica. 

PV Hybrid applications reduce electricity costs considerably and the payback is just a few years. Projects such as the PV 

Hybrid System for the Kaysalt factory are therefore an interesting business model for diesel genset operators and 

independent power producers. The PV penetration in these systems can be increased by means of battery-based 

storage systems and such systems are becoming particularly popular at the moment. SMA Sunbelt Energy GmbH offers 

fully integrated projects including battery inverters such as Sunny Island and Sunny Central Storage from SMA.  

 

A video on the project is available at https://youtu.be/OfliuirxbK0 . 

https://youtu.be/OfliuirxbK0


 

  

Learn more about the offerings of SMA Sunbelt Energy GmbH . 

 
 

About SMA  

The SMA Group with anticipated sales of about €1 billion in 2016 is the global market leader for solar inverters, a key 

component of all PV plants, and offers innovative key technologies for future power supply structures. It is 

headquartered in Niestetal, near Kassel, Germany, and is represented in 20 countries. The Group employs more than 

3,000 people worldwide. SMA has an extensive range of products, which offers the right inverters for all module types 

and plant sizes; for small residential systems as well as large-scale plants, grid-connected photovoltaic systems as well 

as off-grid and hybrid systems. Moreover, SMA offers system technology for various battery technologies and system 

sizes and collaborates with renowned battery manufacturers and companies from the automotive industry. The SMA 

technology is protected by about 700 patents and utility models worldwide. The range of services is supplemented by 

comprehensive services and operational management of large-scale PV power plants. Since 2008, the Group’s parent 

company, SMA Solar Technology AG, has been listed on the Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) 

and is currently the only company in the solar industry that is listed in the TecDAX index. 
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Disclaimer: 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for, acquire, hold 

or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future subsidiary of the 

Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it form the basis of, or be relied upon in 

connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any securities in the Company or any member of the SMA 

Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent 

registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 

 

This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements which do not 

describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These statements are 

based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or 

company) has available at this time. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are 

made. Future-oriented statements by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown 

risks, uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, the financial 

position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the estimates given here. These factors include 

those which SMA has discussed in published reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at 

www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust 

them to future events or developments. 
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